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Thinking Ahead to  
the Rite of Acceptance
If you have ever worked in retail, you know how far ahead of a 
holiday or season the store managers have to place their orders 
for items with which to stock their shelves. So here we are, barely 
into Easter Time, our neophytes have just stepped out of the 
font, and we’re about to talk about the Rite of Acceptance. RCIA/
OCIA, 18.3 specifies that “Two dates in the year, or three if 
necessary, are to be fixed as the usual times for carrying out 
this rite.” More specifically, in the United States the National 
Statutes for the Catechumenate direct that the period of the 
catechumenate “should extend for at least one year of formation, 
instruction, and probation. Ordinarily this period should go 
from at least the Easter season of one year until the next; prefer
ably it should begin before Lent in one year and extend until 
Easter of the following year” (National Statutes, 6).

That makes this issue of Catechumeneon Quarterly quite 
timely, if not even a little late! In our feature article, Rita Ferrone 
explores the first part of the Rite of Acceptance to give us a 
deeper understanding of the elements of the rite and how they 
speak to the transition that the inquirers are about to undergo as 
well as the community’s role in that transition. Michael Marchal 

invites us to appreciate the Rite of Acceptance from the perspec
tive of the inquirers and their sponsors, and Rosina Hendrickson 
gives us helpful advice on when to schedule these celebrations. 
The featured resource rounds out our whirlwind tour of the Rite 
of Acceptance with a selection from the chapter on the catechu
menate from Stephen Wilbricht’s book The Role of the Priest in 
Christian Initiation.

So now you can be a little more ready to launch the next 
season of the catechumenate in your parish before this year’s 
neophytes even dry off. Happy Easter and Merry Christmas!

In Christ,
Michael E. Novak
Editor
Liturgy Training Publications

(PS) A word about nomenclature: when the imminent revised 
translation of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is 
released, some familiar terms and texts may be a little different 
from the ones you know. Until that time we will continue to use 
the old terminology and texts in this publication. You can be 
sure, however, that the principles expressed will remain valid 
even after the arrival of the new translation. — MN

Join us for the 2023 National Gathering on Christian Initiation® on August 1–3  
at the Loyola University Chicago Lakeshore Campus.

The National Gathering on Christian Initiation® 
invites parish leaders and initiation ministers to come 
together annually and explore the theoretical and 
practical aspects of initiation ministry. This year, the 
national gathering offers participants an in-depth 
catechetical experience of the OCIA as they them-
selves walk through the periods and rites of the 
initiation process.

Inspired by the Beginnings and Beyond institutes 
that formed a generation of catechumenal leaders, the 
goal of the 2023 National Gathering on Christian 
Initiation® is for all participants to feel the fire of the 
evangelizing spirit present in the vision of the OCIA.

www.NGCI.orgPhoto © John Zich

ngci-44x42p.indd   1ngci-44x42p.indd   1 3/15/23   12:29 PM3/15/23   12:29 PM

http://www.ngci.org


2 Catechumeneon Quarterly  Spring 2023

At the Threshold:  
The Opening Elements  
of the Rite of Acceptance
Rita Ferrone

(This article was previously published in the March 2014 issue  
of Catechumenate.)

The beginning of the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens consists of several elements. Clustered there, 

prior to the Liturgy of the Word, are a greeting, an opening dia
logue, the “first acceptance of the gospel,” affirmation by the 
sponsors and the assembly, a prayer, a signing with the cross, 
the “signing of the senses,” and an invitation into the church. 

When reading through the ritual text, it may at first appear 
that these elements are only loosely bound together. And indeed, 
adaptations have at times split them up and placed some of them 
at other points in the liturgy. Upon closer scrutiny, however, it 
becomes apparent that an inner logic guides the placement and 
interrelationship of each of these events.

The Opening Dialogue
The Rite of Acceptance is remarkable for the great freedom it 
allows in the words that are used. When the candidates are greeted 
at the doors of the church, for example, the presider asks them 
a  venerable question: “What do you ask of God’s Church?” 
The answer is likewise venerable: “Faith.” Yet the rubrics instruct 

us that the presider may ask the question in different words and 
that various replies may be offered. Samples of possible ques
tions and responses are provided, and the rubrics go on to say,  
“The celebrant then phrases his next question according to the 
answer given.” 

Active listening and spontaneous response in ritual are not 
something for which many of our presiders are prepared. Never
theless, once this unfamiliar technique is mastered, it contributes 
greatly to the vitality of the rite. When the candidates say in their 
own words what they are seeking, the assembly is drawn into the 
mystery of how God indeed speaks to each of us. When the pre
sider furthers the dialogue in words that show he (and, by exten
sion, each of us in the assembly) has actually heard what they 
have said, the transaction takes on new meaning as the enflesh
ment of a living exchange between those who seek and the pilgrim 
people that is the Church.

Such responses are not spontaneous in the narrow sense of 
“I never thought about it before this minute.” Rather, they arise 
from deep within the candidates, in dialogue with the Christian 
community. The ability to make such responses is cultivated by 
reflection through the period of the precatechumenate and by 
a period of prayerful preparation for the rite itself. In the context 
of a retreat day, for example, the inquirers may reflect on the 
meaning of these questions, and thus prepare to make their 
responses.

The First Acceptance of the Gospel
Once the candidates have told the assembly what they are seeking, 
a somewhat longer statement from the presider ensues. The nature 
and purpose of this text, and its connection to what came before 
it, are not made explicit by the rubrics or the praenotanda. But they 
are implicit in the texts and in the way the ritual is arranged. In 
the first translation of the rite, this moment was called the “first 
promise,” since the statement ends with asking the candidate’s 
commitment to an action to be continued in the future. In our 
present text it is called the “first acceptance of the gospel,” which 
specifies what the promise is about (the good news). In any case, 
an active undertaking is envisioned here, an embrace of disciple
ship. Each text begins with an announcement of the good news 
of divine revelation and of the Christian mystery in particular. 
They then go on to exhort the candidates to do those things that 
make one a disciple. Each finally ends by asking for assent.

Balthazar Fischer, chairman of the coetus that drafted the 
rite, which appeared in 1972, wrote in Notitiae that this first 
promise functions as a “summary catechetical statement.”1 In 
other words, it offers in a nutshell the good news, which is intended 
to form for faithful living the hearts of those who hear it. Thus, 
we have an opening dialogue, followed by a “summary catecheti
cal statement,” in response to which the candidates are asked to 
make a promise. What is the relationship between the opening 
dialogue and the statement/promise?

One possible interpretation is that these two things are separate 
units. In the early days of implementation, some pastoral leaders 

The moment that the cross is traced on the head is the actual 
moment that inquirers become catechumens.
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inserted a direct response to each candidate’s statement that closed 
the exchange completely, prior to the first promise. The candidates 
stated what they sought, and the celebrant said, “May you find 
what you seek in the Lord.” The first promise thus represented a 
fresh beginning. Others have moved up the affirmation of the 
sponsors and assembly by inserting a sung response at this time, 
in which all present avow their willingness to support these can
didates. By affirming the candidates before the first promise, the 
same closure of the opening dialogue is achieved. Both of these 
adaptations illustrate what happens when the opening dialogue 
and the first promise are understood to be separate. Yet it seems 
that such a move is opposed to the intention of the rite, since the 
rubrics link these two elements directly.

The rubrics ask that the presider adapt the text of the first 
acceptance of the Gospel so as to respond to what the candidates 
have said in the dialogue that precedes it. Thus the first acceptance 
of the Gospel, a unit that appears separate on the page and because 
of its length and complexity seems to stand alone, is actually 
woven directly into what comes before it. The rubric for adapta
tion of the text shows that the presider is not launching a new 
initiative. Rather, the first acceptance of the Gospel responds to 
what has been said in the opening dialogue. In fact, the first 
acceptance of the Gospel may be considered a continuation of 
the opening dialogue.

A look at the skeleton of alternative C illustrates the point 
neatly. Taking as the model the dialogue text we have already 
mentioned, the passage flows as follows:

Opening Dialogue:
• What do you ask of God’s Church?

• Faith.

• What does faith offer you?

• Eternal life. 

First Acceptance of the Gospel (RCIA, 52, alternative C): 
• This is eternal life: to know the one true God and Jesus 

Christ, whom he has sent.   .   .   .   

In this instance, the first acceptance of the Gospel picks up seam
lessly where the opening dialogue leaves off. The candidate has 
professed that eternal life is his or her ultimate goal. The presider’s 
words then respond to that quest, pointing out that in the 
Christian mystery true fulfillment of this search can be found. 
“This is eternal life.   .   .   .”

In the early drafts of the rite, before its official publication, 
alternative C was the original and sole text for the first acceptance 
of the Gospel.2 Choices A and B were added later.3 What we see 
in the flow of alternative C is therefore suggestive of the basic 
pattern that A and B also follow, albeit more diffusely.

The pattern is similar to that which frequently characterizes 
the Preface dialogue and Preface in the Mass. The Preface dialogue 
ushers in a longer text, known as the Preface. To keep the con
nection between dialogue and Preface, the Preface itself frequently 
begins by picking up the language of the dialogue that precedes it: 

Opening Dialogue: 
• Lift up your hearts.

• We lift them up to the Lord.

• Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

• It is right and just.

Preface
• It is truly right and just.

Like the Preface dialogue and Preface, the opening dialogue and 
first acceptance of the Gospel in the Rite of Acceptance are woven 
together by echoing the actual words that are used and by linking 
the thoughts expressed.

What would such an adaptation look like? Can such sentences 
be improvised on the spot? This is precisely the kind of freedom 
that the rite gives us. Admittedly, if there are twenty candidates, 
each making a different response, it would be impossible to incor
porate all their words at the beginning of the first acceptance of 
the Gospel. But an alert presider can certainly use some of the 
things that have been said in the opening dialogue as he begins 
to proclaim that what these inquirers are seeking is indeed to be 
found here, in Jesus the Christ. In small groups the task is easier 
and may be made easier still by repeating the first acceptance of 
the Gospel, in an adapted form, for each of the candidates. Such 
an adaptation would be legitimate because the first acceptance 
of the Gospel is asked of the group together only as a convenience, 
not because they are a collective. Notice, the response is “I am,” 
not “We are,” as when the assembly responds together.

Obviously, whether the group of candidates is large or small, 
much depends on the level of comfort, the focused attention, and 
the verbal skill that the presider brings to the occasion. Even more 
important, the presider must understand the essence of this 
moment. He must attend to and grasp the meaning of what each 
candidate says, and he must know the core of his response to 
them. Then the living words may come, blending with the fine 
texts that are offered in the rite as models. 

What is the essence of this moment? The candidates have 
asked the Church for something, and the presider proclaims to 
them that in the mystery of Christ they will find it: Here it is. 
This is it. Are you ready to embrace it?
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The Community Responds:  
Affirmation and Prayer
Once the promise of the candidates has been given, an affirma
tion by the sponsors and assembly arises with the greatest appro
priateness. Whether that response is sung or spoken, whether it 
is offered for each candidate individually or for all as a group, by 
offering their committed support at that time the sponsors and 
assembly affirm all that came before. A prayer that offers thanks
giving and praise then revisits the themes of search, divine call, 
and response of faith, and gives the assembly another opportunity 
for a corporate affirmation (“We praise you, Lord   .   .   .”), this one 
voicing their praise of God for all that has taken place.

The Signing with the Cross
The cross is one of the great symbols of the Rite of Acceptance 
into the Order of Catechumens. In fact, the moment at which the 
cross is traced on the forehead of the candidate is the actual 
moment, according to the rite, when that candidate becomes a 
catechumen.4 This ritual gesture thus is not merely one gesture 
among many but is the axis on which the whole rite turns. Once 
the cross is traced on them, the candidates are no longer called 
candidates, but catechumens.5

Why is the cross traced on the candidates at this time? It is 
clear from the invitation offered by the presider that the tracing of 
the cross is the direct result of the first acceptance of the Gospel.6

If the connection between these two things needs to be ampli
fied for those gathered, the freedom to do so is contained in the 
rubric for the invitation to that gesture, which allows for “these 
or similar words” to be spoken. A “new way of life” has been taken 
on in that first acceptance, and the cross is its sign.

The “signing of the senses” prolongs this ritual gesture with 
rich and subtle repetitions. It allows community and catechumen 
alike to relish the symbol of the cross as it is impressed on the 
body of the catechumen by the sponsor. Not only the “senses” 
are signed but also the heart, shoulders, hands, and feet. The 
praenotanda calls the Rite of Acceptance the catechumens’ “first 
consecration.”7 Nowhere is the idea of consecration more evident 
than at this point in the rite, when the whole body is signed with 
the cross.

Crossing the Threshold
Once the candidates have been signed with the cross and thus 
have become catechumens, they are invited to come inside the 
church and feast at “the table of God’s word.” What has taken 
place at the doors of the church comes to completion with the 
Sign of the Cross; and they cross the threshold into the church, 
where the second part of the rite, the Liturgy of the Word, begins.

Seen through the lens of anthropology, the Rite of Acceptance 
into the Order of Catechumens is a ritual that celebrates a change 
of status. Inquirers become catechumens. Those who have no 
formal ties to the church become members of its household, with 
appropriate rights8 and participation in its common life.9 This 

change of status is effected symbolically in several ways: by the 
spoken promise (made in the first acceptance of the Gospel), by 
the signing with the cross, and by the movement across the thresh
old into the body of the church. What happens inside the church, 
then, is the first act in the drama of their new life as catechumens. 
They hear the Word, they are prayed for, and they are dismissed. 
This pattern will be repeated throughout the catechumenate 
period.

Conclusion 
The first part of the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens, awkwardly (and somewhat misleadingly) entitled 
“Receiving the Candidates,” is actually a ritual of some depth 
and complexity in which several important events occur. Together, 
these pieces form a whole that not only expresses seeking and 
welcome but also proclaims good news and effects a change of 
status as inquirers become members of the household of faith. 
The links between each piece of the rite rely to some degree on 
the skill of the presider in adapting the excellent texts of the rite 
to the spontaneous responses of the candidates. Yet they rely even 
more fundamentally on an understanding of what each part has 
to do with all the others.

Notes
1. Balthazar Fischer, “De Initiatione Christiana adultorum,” (Notitiae 3, 1967): 59.

2. See, for example, Schemata #112, De Rituali 5, October 4, 1965, p. 4, par. 3. Archives 
of International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL), Washington, DC. Several 
subsequent drafts also offer this text alone.

3. Unfortunately, the combined rite in the US edition (RCIA, 507–529) offers only 
alternative A as the model text, and the combined rite is used so frequently that C and even 
B are, in effect, suppressed.

4. See the instruction contained in RCIA, 54, alternative B.

5. The combined rite for the baptized and unbaptized that appears in the US version of 
the rite blurs this distinction because of needing a term to distinguish the unbaptized not 
only from the faithful but also from the other, baptized “candidates” from the very begin
ning of the ritual.

6. RCIA, 54b.

7. RCIA, 41.

8. Such as the right to Christian marriage and Christian burial. See the US National 
Statues, 8–10, and also the Code of Canon Law, canons 206 and 1183.

9. For example, participation in the Liturgy of the Word at Sunday Mass and in the 
liturgical rites of the catechumenate. Catechumens also participate in the Church’s apostolic 
life (RCIA, 75.4). 

RITA FERRONE is an awardwinning writer and frequent 
speaker on issues of liturgy and church renewal in the  
Roman Catholic tradition. She is currently a contributing 
writer and columnist for Commonweal magazine and an  
independent scholar.
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Best PracticesPastoral Reflection

Becoming a Catechumen

The Catechumen’s Perspective

Acceptance as a catechumen can be intimidating. First, you 
are internally crossing a threshold. You are leaving a former 
identity behind and will now be able to say that you are a 
Catholic—not a full member but nevertheless a member of 
a new community. Moreover, there is a degree of commitment 
involved—not a commitment to a program but to a process 
of exploration that might lead to initiation into the Christian 
life. Committing to stepping out into the asyetunknown 
makes anyone nervous.

In addition, acceptance as a catechumen does not take place 
in private but in a ritual conducted in the active presence 
of a whole assembly of people, many of whom are probably 
strangers. And you have to say things out loud, “so that 
everyone can hear” as the coordinator will tell you. So the 
big challenge from the team’s perspective is how to make 
you not only comfortable but eager to be part of this rite.

At my parish twentyfive years ago we were celebrating the 
Rite of Acceptance for one young woman at the eleven 
o’clock Mass on what turned out to be a very snowy Sunday. 
Because of the weather there were only about fifty people 
in a church that can hold four hundred. After the opening 
hymn and greeting and a brief explanation by the pastor, 
there came a knocking on the wooden doors that led from 
the vestibule into the body of the church. So the pastor 
walked down the main aisle, gesturing for us all to follow. 

He then asked two parishioners to open the doors, and there 
stood our almostcatechumen, looking a little scared. He asked 
her for her name and why she had come and then welcomed 
her. We all led her up the main aisle and took our places, and 
she was much more relaxed. As she said later, “I was knocking, 
and then the doors opened, and you were all there looking at 
me, but you were all smiling as well. Then you asked my name, 
and I knew that I didn’t have to be nervous anymore.”

A primary responsibility of the team in preparation for this 
rite is to help the candidates understand exactly what com
mitment they are being asked to make. After announcing 
their name and their desire to the community, they are 

Michael H. Marchal

asked to make their first public acceptance of the Gospel. 
The rite provides three options for the presider, each of which 
ends in a question (RCIA/OCIA, 52). 

Are you prepared to begin this journey today under 
the guidance of Christ? 
Are you ready, with the help of God, to live this life? 
(Are you) ready to accept these teachings of  
the Gospel?

None of these asks for any profession of faith in the Trinity 
or in Jesus; what they ask for is a commitment to a life of 
love of God and of neighbor with the help of God and the 
guidance of Christ. They will be ready at some later point 
for Christian initiation only if they have come to know Christ 
through such a life of love. And being asked to live a life of 
love is not usually intimidating. 

The crucial person in the preparation and celebration of 
this rite is the sponsor. They should help their candidate 
figure out what to say beforehand. They lead the candidate 
to the entrance. They have their hand on the candidate’s 
shoulder during the questioning. They publicly state their 
own acceptance of responsibility during the rite. They mark 
their candidate with the sign of the cross from head to toe. 
Although their help with preparation can be a major moment 
of developing trust between them and their candidate, the 
degree of physical contact during the rite itself is a crucial 
component of mutual bonding. Accompanied by the spon
sor, the catechumen has now embarked on a new stage of 
their journey of faith.

MICHAEL H. MARCHAL is retired 
after a long career in teaching high school 
and college. He has written six books and 
numerous articles on liturgy, pedagogy, 
and art history. He has been involved 
with liturgy and the catechumenate at 
Bellarmine Chapel in Cincinnati and 

served a term on the Archdiocesan Worship Commission.
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The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults indicates that the 
Rite of Acceptance “will take place on specified days during 

the year (see no. 18) that are suited to local conditions” (RCIA, 
44). Paragraph 18 indicates that “two dates in the year, or three 
if necessary, are to be fixed.” Beyond this, the ritual text is silent 
regarding when it is to be celebrated.

In a yearround catechumenal process, it is important to 
schedule the Rite of Acceptance at various times throughout the 
year so that inquirers may enter the catechumenate in a timely 
fashion and continue their journey toward the sacraments of 
initiation. When selecting dates for the Rite of Acceptance, the 
initiation team is invited to consider the liturgical season and the 
lectionary cycle. In doing so, the week may change from year to 
year, to correspond to the lectionary readings.

In the Rite of Acceptance, the community acknowledges that 
an individual has heard the call of God in his or her life, is 
responding to that call, and is beginning to develop a life of faith. 
In addition, the community accepts the candidate for further 
discernment of a life of discipleship. Thus, the liturgy should 
reflect these themes and the homily introduce the candidates to 
this way of life. These four themes—the call of Christ, responding 
to this call, developing a life of faith, and a life of discipleship—are 
ones to be identified when scheduling dates.

Celebrating the Rite of Acceptance on a Sunday during 
Ordinary Time allows the entire congregation to enter into the 
richness of the catechumenal journey with the candidates for 
acceptance and offers insight into the extraordinariness of the 
season. During this liturgical season, we hear about Jesus’ public 
ministry and his works with the people of God. In these readings 
we learn about the call to discipleship, growing in faith, and walk
ing as children of God. 

Likewise, during the Easter season, we learn about the life 
of the early Church, and the themes of the season may reflect the 
journey of the inquirers. The Fourth Sunday of Easter, with its 
Gospel readings focusing on Jesus the Good Shepherd, may be 
an appropriate time to celebrate the Rite of Acceptance outside 
of Ordinary Time.

As the National Statutes indicate, the period of the catechu
menate ideally “begin[s] before Lent in one year and extend[s] 
until Easter of the following year” (6). A celebration of the Rite 
of Acceptance during winter Ordinary Time allows for this to 
occur, and the lectionary cycle explores the beginning of Jesus’ 
public ministry and the call of the disciples. Consider the Second 
or Third Sunday in Ordinary Time in Years A/B and the Fifth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time during Year C.

In early summer, consider the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, when the themes of faith and following Christ are promi
nent in all three years of the lectionary cycle. In late summer, the 
readings for the TwentyFirst Sunday in Ordinary Time reflect 
the themes of following Christ and the life of discipleship. In 
midfall, one can find these themes in the readings for the Twenty
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Although calendaring dates for the Rite of Acceptance in 
advance is beneficial for the parish team, the celebration presumes 
that “the candidates    .   .   .    have had sufficient time to conceive 
an initial faith and to show the first signs of conversion” (RCIA, 
18). Through discernment interviews, the initiation team deter
mines the readiness of candidates to enter the catechumenate, 
and these dates may need to be adapted for a group of inquirers 
or an inquirer may wait for the next scheduled date, as “noth
ing    .   .   .    can be settled a priori” (RCIA, 76).

ROSINA B. F. HENDRICKSON is the 
training and events coordinator at Liturgy 
Training Publications and the coordinator 
of family faith formation at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church in Chicago. She has served 
in parish and diocesan faith formation 
ministry in the Dioceses of Davenport, 

Sacramento, Dallas, and the Archdiocese of Mobile. 

Searching for best practices? Email training@ltp.org if you 
have a question you would like one of the Catechumeneon 
team members to answer.

When is the best time to celebrate the Rite of Acceptance?

Celebrating the Rite of Acceptance on a Sunday during Ordinary 
Time allows the entire congregation to enter into the richness of 
the catechumenal journey with the candidates for acceptance.
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Featured Resource

For Your Ministry
The Role of the Priest  
in Christian Initiation
Stephen S. Wilbricht, csc

As a shepherd to the community, the priest has a vital role in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. Just as he is to feed the sheep of his parish, the priest is to attend 
to the spiritual needs of inquirers, catechumens, and the elect. 

 The Role of the Priest in Christian Initiation guides priests through each of the 
periods and steps of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, showing how the priest 
is part of the process. The author points out how priests journey with those preparing 
for Christian initiation. This resource will help priests understand the vision of the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults as it explains each of the periods and steps. 

 The table that illustrates what occurs during each period, the rites belonging to 
the period, and the length of the periods provides an easy reference. Also included are 
a glossary and resources.

Sample pages    

What people are saying   .   .   .   
This thoughtful and thorough guide for priests is built upon a deep reading of the rite and a fine pastoral touch. 
In the author’s own words, it is “designed to help priests maintain a certain pastoral sensitivity” and that it does 
very well. With his wise words, you’ll be better prepared to lead the community that is initiating adults. 

—Fr. Timothy Fitzgerald 
Pastor of Ss. John and Paul Church, Altoona, Iowa

Priests who are serious about a prayerful, dignified, and competent celebration of the liturgical rites of the 
Church will find this resource an excellent guide for the rites of Christian initiation of adults and children of 
catechetical age. It will serve as a useful resource for years as new inquirers and candidates come forward to 
know Christ and seek initiation into his Church. 

—Msgr. Michael Clay  
Associate Dean in the School of Theology and Religious Studies at the Catholic University of America, 
Washington, DC

Available Now
Order code: RPCI | $18.95
Paperback | 6 x 9 | 176 pages
https://www.ltp.org

https://ltp.org/search/index?searchQuery=RPCI
https://www.ltp.org/products/details/AFM/anointed-for-mission
https://ltp.org/search/index?searchQuery=RPCI
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Training and Events Calendar

A Three-Part Virtual Retreat  
for Extraordinary Ministers of  
Holy Communion
Embodying the Presence of Christ:  
A Virtual Retreat for Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion 

Mondays, April 17, 24, and May 1, 2023  
8:00–9:30 p.m. ET 

Presented by Jessica Cole

Cost: $45 per computer 
Email events@ltp.org for registration information.

Virtual Workshops
National Gathering on  
Christian Initiation
NGCI 2023: Beginning Anew:  
The Vision of the OCIA

August 1–3, 2023 | Loyola University 
Chicago, Lakeshore Campus

Presented by Clare Colella, Fr. Ron Oakham, 
o. carm., and Michael Ruzicki

Individual Registration, by June 16, 2023, 
$350 per person
Group Rate, per person when groups of 4+ 
register together by June 16, 2023,  
$325 per person
Late Registration, by July 14, 2023,  
$400 per person
For more information or to register:  
www.ngci.org/2023.

In-Person Events

Anointed for Mission
Exercising Your Baptismal Call
Stephen S. Wilbricht, csc

All Christians have a baptismal vocation and a mission to draw 
others into the life of Christ. This resource enables readers to 
understand and embrace the communal nature of baptism and 
how our words and actions are a response to our baptismal call. 
With questions for discussion or reflection, parishioners are 
invited to consider how they are using their gifts and talents as 
they exercise their baptismal role in the world today.

Paperback, 5 3⁄8 x 8 3⁄8, 80 pages 
978-1-61671-685-1 | Order code: AFM 
1-4 copies: $8.95 each  |  5 or more: $6.95 each

LTP.org  |  800-933-1800

Form your liturgical ministers, catechists,  
and the entire assembly to live out their baptismal call!

A23CQS

ad-afm.indd   1ad-afm.indd   1 3/21/23   10:14 AM3/21/23   10:14 AM

http://www.ngci.org/2023
http://www.ngci.org/2023
mailto:events%40ltp.org?subject=
http://www.ltp.org
https://ltp.org/products/details/AFM/anointed-for-mission
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We invite you to consider hosting a Catechumeneon 
training event for Christian initiation ministers in your 
diocese or region. Whether in English or Spanish, LTP will 
assist you in coordinating all aspects of an inperson or 
virtual event. 

Participants will:
• explore the vision of the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults; 
• learn skills needed for effective ministry; and
• spend time in prayer and fellowship. 

To foster diverse learning needs,  
training events include:
• dynamic presentations by welltrained initiation ministers; 
• opportunities for group discussion and personal reflection;
• stories that illustrate effective ministry;
• videos to share the wisdom of seasoned ministers; 
• song and art to engage the imagination; and 
• handson skills training.

Ritual celebrations are included (during inperson events) 
to demonstrate the transformative power of liturgy.

Host a Catechumeneon Event 

 For more information, contact Michael Ruzicki, Training and  
 Events Manager, at training@ltp.org, 773-579-4900, ext. 3531,  
 or visit www.Catechumeneon.org.

Catechumeneon Quarterly is published by Liturgy Training Publications, 
3949 South Racine Avenue, Chicago, IL 60609; website: www.LTP.org. 
CQ202302

Planning is as easy as 1, 2, 3
1. Choose Your Topic

We have over 50+ presentations 
ready to go. Topics include:
• An Introduction to the RCIA

• Implementing a Year-Round Catechumenate

• Called to Serve: The Deacon’s Role  
in Christian Initiation

• The Minor Rites of the RCIA

• Precatechumenate and the RCIA:  
Developing a Plan for Your Parish

• Discernment in Christian Initiation

Request the full list of topics  
or suggest your own . . . 

2. Choose Your Format
Participants can come together 
or join from the comfort of 
their home or office.
• Virtual Event 

• Digital Institutes

• Virtual Workshops™

• Catechumeneon Live!  
(Zoom-based conversations)

• In-Person Events

• 1-, 2-, 3-day Gatherings

• Clergy Convocations

• Diocesan Formation Days

3. Choose Your Date and Time
Work with an LTP liturgical training 
consultant to prepare all aspects of 
your event.

Watch
this video!

to
 le

arn
 m

ore
 about

co
lla

bora
tin

g

with
 LTP!

Hand by phichto Pngtree.com

https://vimeo.com/592850258/18bef501a2
http://www.catechumeneon.org
mailto:training%40ltp.org?subject=
http://www.ltp.org

